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4.	You are being asked to evaluate this film more than a decade after 
it was first produced. Knowing what you now know about recent 
political history, evaluate the job that Al-​Jazeera did in covering the 
Iraq invasion. Evaluate the job that American journalists did.

CASE 6-​F

VICTIMS AND THE PRESS

ROBERT LOGAN
National Institute of Medicine, Washington, DC

Alice Waters’ daughter, Julie, 7, has leukemia. Her illness was diagnosed 
in its early stages in March 2000. Julie’s physicians believe her condition 
can be successfully treated.

Ms. Waters, 37, lives in a mobile home in an unincorporated area 
a few miles from Metroplex, a city of 1.5 million. Ms. Waters’ street is 
the only residential section in the area. At the north end of the street—​
which has 12 mobile homes on each side facing one another—​are four 
large gas stations that catch traffic off the interstate that runs a quarter 
mile away to the west. At the south end of the street (about a quarter 
mile away) are two large tanks that are a relatively small storage facility 
for Big Oil, Inc. Next to this—​starting almost in her backyard—​is the 
boundary of a successful, 700-​acre grapefruit orchard, which borders on 
a municipal landfill. About a quarter mile away are large well fields that 
are the principal source of drinking water for Metroplex.

In July 1999, a 6-​year-​old boy in the household two doors down from 
Ms. Waters was diagnosed as having leukemia. He was not as lucky as 
Julie; his diagnosis was late in the progression of his disease, and he died 
in December 2000. In 2001, an infant girl became the second baby born 
with birth defects in the neighborhood within seven years. Both families 
moved before Ms. Waters came to the neighborhood in 1999. Internal 
medicine specialists Dr. Earnest and Dr. Sincere met Julie soon after she 
was admitted to the hospital in October 2000. They were instrumental 
in getting funding for Julie’s care when her mother was unable to pay. 
They are members of Worried M.D.s for Social Responsibility, a self-​
proclaimed liberal, national public interest group that gets actively 
involved in national political issues.

The physicians told Ms. Waters that they were suspicious about the 
causes of Julie’s illness. Three cancer and birth-​defect incidents on the 
same street, the physicians said, were not a coincidence.
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In November 2001, they began to collect water samples from the 
wellhead at Ms. Waters’ house. They sent the samples to a well-​regarded 
testing lab in another city. Since then, they have tested the water at a 
professional lab every four months. Every test revealed traces of more 
than 10 human-​made and natural chemicals often associated with oil 
storage tanks, pesticides, grapefruit orchards, gas station leaks, lead from 
automobile emissions, and a large landfill.

However, each chemical occurs consistently at 6 to 15 parts per 
billion, which is considered safe for drinking water based on standards 
set by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). At higher levels 
these chemicals are associated with carcinogenic risks or increases in 
birth defects, but the levels found at Ms. Waters’ wellhead are within 
safety thresholds set by the EPA. There is no evidence the chemicals 
are associated directly with the health problems found in Ms. Waters’ 
neighborhood.

At a fundraising party last night for mayoral candidate Sam Clean, Drs. 
Earnest and Sincere privately told Clean what they had found. Clean is a 
well-​known public figure, has a reputation as an environmentalist, owns 
a successful health food restaurant chain, is media wise and looks good 
on television. He is a long shot to become mayor and needs fresh issues 
to draw attention to his candidacy.

At 11 a.m. today, KAOS news radio begins running as the top story 
in its 20-​minute news rotation “Clean Attacks City Lack of Cleanup.” In 
the story, Clean gives a soundbite attacking city officials for “ignoring 
cancer-​causing agents in water in a neighborhood where children 
have died, which is next door to the city’s water supply.” He describes 
the neighborhood’s medical problems and describes (without naming) 
Julie and Alice Waters. The news report explains that water from the 
neighborhood has several “toxic agents believed to cause cancer at 
higher levels” and points out that the city’s water wells are within a 
quarter mile of oil tanks, gas stations, a grapefruit orchard, a landfill, and 
septic tanks. County officials are said to be unavailable for comment. 
The report runs throughout the day at 20-​minute intervals.

By 2:30 p.m., calls to the switchboard have jammed the newsroom. 
The callers who get through are frightened about their drinking water. 
City Hall’s switchboards are jammed. The callers sound upset and ask 
whether their water is safe to drink.

By 4 p.m., reporters from the local ABC affiliate are already knocking 
on doors in the trailer park and sending live reports from the scene. 
Neighbors tell them where Alice and Julie Waters live.

At 4:15 p.m., your managing editor gives you the story. You are an 
ambitious reporter for Metroplex Today, the only morning newspaper in 
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Metroplex. Both of you realize this is clearly Page 1 potential, but you 
have only a few hours before deadline for the next morning’s edition. 
After a few phone calls, you discover that the mayor, the city council, 
and most city and county officials are all out of town at a retreat and 
are unavailable for comment. The regional EPA office is not answering 
the phone.

A trusted spokesperson for Regional Hospital tells you that Drs. 
Sincere and Earnest are furious at Clean for releasing the story and have 
no comment. She fills you in with all of the above information. The same 
Regional Hospital spokesperson says Ms. Waters does not want to be 
interviewed. She suddenly realizes that her husband, whom she walked 
out on several years before, might see the story and return to town.

Sam Clean is more than happy to talk to you.

Micro Issues

1.	Is Clean a reliable enough source for KAOS radio to base its 
reports on?

2.	Should KAOS have broadcast the story?
3.	Should you respect Ms. Waters’ wishes and leave her and her 

daughter out of the story?
4.	Are Dr. Earnest and Dr. Sincere reliable sources?
5.	What do you tell the public about whether the water supply is safe?

Midrange Issues

1.	Would you be working on the story if KAOS and ABC had 
ignored it?

2.	Would you be working on the story if there was little public 
reaction after the KAOS broadcast?

3.	If Ms. Waters decides to do an interview on ABC later today, do you 
then include her in your story?

4.	If city and county officials remain unavailable, how do you handle 
their side of the story? Does that delay publication until you can get 
more information, or do you go with what is available?

5.	Are there unbiased sources you can contact about risk 
assessment? Whom?

Macro Issues

1.	How do you handle the discrepancy between the information from 
the EPA and the skeptical scientists and environmentalists?
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2.	What is the public’s probable reaction to reporting this story? Should 
your newspaper take any precautions to prevent public panic? If so, 
what should they be?

3.	How risky is the water compared to risks we take for granted, such 
as traveling by car? Can you think of a relevant comparison for your 
article comparing the relative risk of the water to a well-​known risk?

4.	Is it the media’s role to speak for a society that is averse to many 
risks? How might the media accomplish this function?

CASE 6-​G

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY: THE MEDIA AND  
NATIONAL SECURITY

JEREMY LITTAU
Lehigh University

MARK SLAGLE
University of North Carolina—​Chapel Hill

The ethical issues involving the intersection of the media and national 
security typically revolve around the question of duties and loyalties. 
Those questions, as the following three-​part case demonstrates, are 
long-​standing. They also allow journalists to evaluate the consistency of 
their reasoning over time—​something good ethical thinking is supposed 
to promote. How journalists respond to these cases also may depend 
on the differing philosophies individual journalists and their news 
organizations adhere to.

With this introduction, decide each of the following three cases, all 
of which have an important role in the history of journalism ethics. As 
you resolve the various issues in each case, ask yourself whether you 
have been consistent in your decision-​making and what philosophical 
approach or approaches best supports your thinking.

CASE STUDY 1: THE BAY OF PIGS

In 1961, an anti-​communist paramilitary force trained and supplied by 
the CIA was preparing to invade Cuba and topple Fidel Castro. Although 
the desire of the American government to overthrow Castro was no 
secret, the specifics of the invasion plan were not known to the public. 
On April 6, a New York Times reporter filed a story with his editors that 
declared the invasion was “imminent.” The paper prepared to run the 
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